WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. Ajq enciyption data recording method comprising the Bteps of: 

a data writing step writing encryption data in at least one of recording 
media, using a data recording system with a plurality of the recording media; 

a key data dividing step dividing key data of said encryption data into a 
plurality of key data elements; and 

a key data element storing step separately storing divided each key data 
element in a plurality of the recording media. 

2. An encryption data reproducing method which reproduces encryption 
data recorded with an encryption data recording method according to claim 1, 
the reproducing method comprising the steps of: 

a data reading step reading encryption data written in at least one of 
plurality of recording media; 

a key data element reading step reading all said key data elements from 
said recording media in which a plurality of key data elements obtained by 
dividing key data of said encryption data are separately stored; and 

a decrypting step producing said key data based on said key data 
elements and decrypting said encryption data using the key data. 

3. An encryption data recording method comprising the steps of: 

a data writing step writing encryption data in part of recording media, 
using a data recording system with a plurality of recording media; and 

a key data storing step storing key data of said encryption data in any 
6ns of otker recording me<lia_ 

4. An encryption data reproducing method which reproduces encryption 
data recorded with an encryption data recording method according to claim 2, 
the reproducing method comprising the steps of: 
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a data reading step reading encryption data written in at least one of 
plurality of recording media; and 

a decrypting step reading said key data from any one of other recording 
media in which key data of said encryption data is stored and decrypting said 
encryption data, using the key data. 
5. An encryption data recording system comprising: 

a drive which writes encryption data in a plurality of recording media 
and said recording medium; 

a key data element storing unit which is provided with each said 
recording medium and stores key data elements into which key data of said 
encryption data is divided; and 

a control mechanism comprising the steps of producing said encryption 
data and writing said encryption data in at least one of plurality of said 
recording media by said drive, and producing a plurality of the key data 
elements by dividing key data of said encryption data, and separately storing 
divided each key data element in each key data element storing unit. 

6. An encryption data reproducing system which reproduces encryption 
data recorded by an encryption data recording system according to claim 5, the 
reproducing system comprising: 

a drive which reads encryption data from a plurality of recording media 
and said recording medium; 

a key data element storing unit which is provided with each said 
recording medium and stores key data elements into winch key data o£ said 
encryption data is divided; and 

a control mechanism comprising the steps of reading said encryption 
data written in said recording medium by said drive and reading all said key 
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data elements separately stored in said each key data element storing unit, 
and producing the key data based on the read each key data element and 
decrypting said encryption data using the key data. 

7. An encryption data recording system comprising: 

a drive which writes encryption data in a plurality of recording media 
and said recording medium; 

a key data element storing unit which is provided with each said 
recording medium and stores key data of said encryption data; and 

a control mechanism comprising the steps of producing said encryption 
data and writing said encryption data in part of plurality of said recording 
media by said drive, and storing said key data in said key data storing unit of 
any one of other recording media 

8. An encryption data reproducing system which reproduces encryption 
data 

recorded by an encryption data recording system according to claim 7, 

which the reproducing system reproduces the encryption data recorded 

in part of plurality of recording media using key data stored in any one of 

other recording media, the reproducing system comprising: 

a drive which reads from said recording medium, and a key data 

element storing unit which is provided with said recording medium and stores 

the key data of said encryption data; and 

a control mechanism comprising the steps of reading said encryption 

data written in said recording medium by said drive and reading tne key data 

stored in said key data element storing unit, and decrypting said encryption 

data using the key data. 

9. An encryption data recording system according to claim 5, wherein said 
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recording medium is a magnetic tape. 

9. An encryption data recording system according to claim 5, wherein said 
recording medium is a magnetic tape, 

10. An encryption data reproducing system according to claim 6, wherein 
said recording medium is a magnetic tape. 

11. An encryption data recording system according to claim 7, wherein said 
recording medium is a magnetic tape. 

12. An encryption data reproducing system according to claim 8, wherein 
said recording medium is a magnetic tape, 

13. An encryption data recording system according to claim 5, wherein said 
recording medium is a magnetic disk. 

14. An encryption data reproducing system according to claim 6, wherein 
said recording medium is a magnetic disk. 

15. An encryption data recording system according to claim 7, wherein said 
recording medium is a magnetic disk. 

16. An encryption data reproducing system according to claim 8, wherein 
said recording medium is a magnetic disk. 

17. An encryption data recording system according to claim 5, wherein said 
recording medium is an optical recording disk. 

18. An encryption data reproducing system according to claim 6, wherein 
said recording medium is an optical recording disk. 

19. An encryption data recording system according to claim 7, wherein said 

recording medium ie an optical ^carding disk 

20. An encryption data reproducing system according to claim 8, wherein 
said recording medium is an optical recording disk. 



- 29 - 



